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February 2021 A Welcome Awaits You 



 

Brethren, Family and Friends,  
 
Greetings from the East.  
 
First I’d like to thank our brethren 
for electing me to another year as 
Master of Evergreen. It truly is an 
honor and privilege to serve you 
once again. I also want to thank the 
wives and families of our officers 
for continuing to support your hus-
bands. The world truly does need 
our Masonic families and Freema-
sonry more than ever. Our craft 
teaches us about perspective, which 
can be applied to the world around 
us, even during challenging and di-
visive times. Our craft also teaches 
us about the principles of truth and 
kindness to those outside of our 
lodge as well as our brethren and 
their families and how important it 
is that we all do our part to ensure 
that we can meet again.  
 
During this time away from my Ma-
sonic family has caused me to get 
back into reading our lectures. One 
lecture in particular caused me to 
research more on what a Trestle-
board really is and what it means. 
The image on the front of this Tres-
tleboard is the Master Mason’s 
Tracing Board. Think of them as 
guidelines for our craft, by which 
the rules and designs as laid out by 
our Supreme Grand Master. More 
on what they are can be read by 
clicking here. And yes, it was a 

good read. Also be sure to check 
out the video at the bottom of the 
page. 
 
We know that 2020, for so many in 
our Masonic family, has been trying, 
and for too many of us has been 
tragic. In 2020 we have lost too 
many loved ones and too many 
friends. Most of us have also strug-
gled physically, emotionally and 
financially. It would be my hope 
that we never have to pass through 
such a trying time again. I also hope 
we never again take for granted 
being able to hug our loved ones, 
gather for holidays, go to the mov-
ies, concerts, plays, sporting events 
and of course, meet together in 
lodge for fellowship. I know that 
many of us are looking forward to 
a better year in 2021; a year that 
we can again meet upon the level, 
act upon the plumb and part upon 
the square.  
 
While we cannot meet in person, we 
do continue to have virtual meetings 
via Zoom. Our Zoom Stated Meet-
ings are only open to Masons, but 
we have a weekly Zoom meeting 
that is open to everyone. Stated 
meetings or the first Wednesday 
with the meeting opened at 7pm 
with the meeting starting at 
7:30pm. Our weekly meetings the 
Zoom is opened at 6pm with the 
meeting starting at 6:30pm. The 
meetings are opened up half hour 
prior to assist with any technical is-
sues. 
To access the Zoom meeting, click 
this link: 

 
All Zoom meetings at Evergreen use 
the same link to join. So be sure to 
bookmark this link in your browser.  

Grand Lodge has implemented 
some major changes to their site 
with the introduction of iMember 
2.0, allowing for brethren to up-
date their personal information, and 
pay their dues directly to Grand 
Lodge. If you are already familiar 
with going to www.Freemason.org, 
the new iMember 2.0 will be easier 
to navigate. If you have not yet 
done so, click on this link to register 
your account: https://
member.freemason.org/
membership_registration 
In this link is also a How To video 
on registering your account. Keep in 
mind that you will need your mem-
ber ID number, which is located on 
your old dues card.  
 
One issue we have been noticing is  
issues with dues payments being 
recorded. Some have paid via the 
Lodge website, others have paid by 
check and others have paid via 
iMember 2.0. In some cases the up-
dated dues payment is being rec-
orded, but for some it’s not. If you 
have paid your dues for 2021, or 
even if you have paid for past 
dues, but it is not showing up, 
please let myself, Ted Hammond or 
John Channon know immediately so 
we can rectify the issue.    
 
In closing, I do look forward to 
meeting you all again, face to face, 
in person and at dinner. That inter-
action with you all is something I do 
miss greatly, and I’m sure most of 
you feel the same. But if any of you 
need any assistance, I urge you to 
please reach out to me, or to any of 
our officers. We are here for you, 
we are here to help.  
 
 
Fraternally,  
Tom Philp 
Worshipful Master 
Evergreen Lodge #259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom 
Philp 

tphilp1974@gmail.com 
650-741-3371 
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Hello Brethren, Family, and Friends.   
 
Greetings from the South.  It feels as if 
it has been too long since our last com-

munications, and it probably has been. 
COVID has become a grave concern 
for many of us as it has dismantled and 
upended all of our lives. Meridith and I 
had COVID around September, and, 
after a rough and rugged battle, we 
were able to make it through. Unfortu-
nately, many brethren or family have 
been taken by this terrible virus, and it 
looks like we still have a long journey 
ahead of us to conquer this beast. 
Please know that, although we have 
remained dormant due to government 
orders, your Lodge is doing well and 
its members are in good spirits. We 

have begun to meet virtually for Stat-
ed Meetings and it has helped to bring 
us together, at least in some form or 
fashion. Honestly, I cannot wait to be 
able to meet again in person. I yearn 
to practice our ritual again, in Lodge, 
and with the men I call my Brothers. If 
any of you are in need of assistance, 
please call, text, email, message, etc. 
myself, our Master, or any one of us. 
We are here for you. I love you Breth-
ren. Stay safe out there. We will get 
through this together.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott 
Bennett 

sbennett1000@gmail.com  
909-992-9504 

From the South 

Greetings from the west 
 

Finding the right words to start my 
article after a long break is quite 
challenging, especially after a year 
of pandemic, lockdowns,  sad and 
spreading news of Covid-19 nation-
wide and all over the world. After all 
Freemasonry is still surviving and con-
tinuing to become stronger and tight-
er, having all the ways possible to be 
connected, care, help and having that 
mutual communication exist virtually. 
  Wishing my brothers a healthy 
year, because health is what we do 

care about now days, also stay 
strong until we meet again in the 
lodge, our second home the place 
that can’t be forgotten or neglected 
where’s the magic happens in us to 
become that better man which free-
masonry promised and verified it 
through generations. 
   Our Weekly Zoom meetings to be 
continued, let’s meet virtually and 
keep the freemasonry heartbeat 
alive. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nazar 
Hadidian 

nazarhadidian@gmail.com  
818-653-5104 

From the West 

Thomas Lovejoy - Bruce Meeks - Mike McCoy - Richard Reed 
Barry Tsang - Greg Covel - Chris Hutcheson - Ryan Johnson 

Jonathan O’Connell - Morgan Keith - David Madden 

Happy Birthday to our February Celebrants 

Why is the Chamber of 
Reflection all dark and 
black inside? 

 
Just as the light represents knowledge, 
the darkness represents ignorance, 
but it also represents "unwilling igno-
rance". The brief time that the 
candidate spends in the darkened 
Chamber is an opportunity to contem-
plate, for one last time, the part of 
their life that they are leaving behind. 
Thus, in the same way that once a child 
learns that Santa or the Easter Bunny 

doesn't exist, they can never go back-
wards in how they see that part 
of the world, when the candidate is "is 
brought to light" he cannot go back 
to that "unwilling ignorance". 
 
The "unwilling ignorance" can be seen 
as the fact that the candidate doesn't 
yet know, what he doesn't know. He 
previously wasn't aware enough that 
he needed to actively ask to leave the 

darkness behind. This brief period of 
contemplation will therefore stand in 
stark contrast to him actively and 
personally knocking on the door of the 
Lodge Room and eventually "seeing 
the Light by which Masons work"!  
 
-Masonic Education Committee 
Evergreen Lodge #259  

For the good of the Craft 
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 Evergreen  Masonic  Center  Organization Leader Contacts 
Evergreen Lodge #259  F. & A. M. 
 
Order of Eastern Star - Ungava Chapter #106 
Jobs Daughters - Bethel #264  
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine - El Riva Court #102 
Order of the Amaranth - Mission Bell Court #156 
Riverside Hi-12 Club 
Evergreen Temple Association (EMTA) 
 
Building Scheduling/Rentals/Emergency Contact 

Tom Philp 
Ted Hammond 
Genevieive Cornn 
Jennifer Holmquist 
Lynnette Channon 
Nancy Decker 
Jim Scribner 
Scott Bennett 
 
John Channon 

650-741-3371  
951-310-9825 
951-858-3819 
626-353-5051 
951-314-8691 
951-247-8644 
951-235-5403 
909-992-9504 
 
951-780-9489 h 
951-966-9684 c 

Master 
Secretary 
Worthy Matron 
Bethel Guardian 
High Priestess  
Secretary 
President 
President 
 
Building Manager 

Evergreen Lodge  
No 259 F. & A. M. 

Evergreen Masonic  
Temple Association (EMTA) 

 
 

Woshipful Master: Tom Philp, PM 
650-741-3371 

Sr. Warden: Nazar Hadidian 
818-653-5104 

Jr. Warden: Scott Bennett, PM 
909-992-9504 

Treasurer: John Channon, PM, HA 

Secretary: Ted Hammond, HA 
909-261-9134 

Chaplain: Mike Strader 

Sr. Deacon: Kelly Cairns 

Jr. Deacon: Raul Cuaton 

Marshal: Johnny Arias 

Sr. Steward: Francis Dalida 

Jr. Steward: Gilbert Rabuco 

Tiler:  

Grand Master: Arthur H. Weiss 

Grand Secretary: Alan L. Casalou 

Assistant Grand  
Lecturer - Div. 8: 

 
Vic M. Ropac, PM, HA 

The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons 
in California 

Inspector: Mike Padilla, PM 

 951-323-6633 

 michealprecision@sbcglobal.net 

822nd Masonic District 

President: Scott Bennett 

Vice President: Nazar Hadidian 

Treasurer: Tom Philp 

Secretary: Ted Hammond 

Board Members: John Channon 
Kelly Cairns 
Raul Cuaton 
Norris El-Hiraki 

Visit us online 

www.evergreen259.com 

          Facebook evergreen259 

          Instagram @evergreen259 

            Twitter @Evergreen259 

February 2021 Calendar - Evergreen Masonic Center 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 1 2 
EMTA 

3 Stated  
Meeting 
@ 7:00pm 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 
Lodge Zoom 
@ 6:00pm 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
Lodge Zoom 
@ 6:00pm 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 
Lodge Zoom 
@ 6:00pm 

25 26 27 

28 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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