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F. & A. M.  
August 2021 A Welcome Awaits You 

PRUDENCE IS  
ALL-ENCOMPASSING  

WISDOM  



Brethren, Family and Friends 
Greetings from the East,  
 
July has been another busy 
month at Evergreen. Our officers 
have been working studious on 
degree proficiencies and gear-
ing up for our first degree con-
ferral in nearly two years.  
 
On July 17 we had our annual 
Christmas in July event at Ever-
green in support of the Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Pasade-
na. All in all we brought in well 
over 500 toys for the boys and 
girls of the hospital. A sincere 
thank you to all who were able 
to contribute to this noble cause. 
 
On July 31 the brethren of Dis-
trict 8 were treated to a BBQ 
with  Grand Master Art Weiss 
down in Murrieta. Plenty of fun 
for all the brethren who were 
there to attend.  
 
Also on the evening of July 31st 
Temescal Palms held a reception 
honoring Wor. Micheal Padilla, 
who is not only our District In-
spector but Micheal is also the 
Senior Grand Steward for 
Grand Lodge.  
 
For the remainder of August we 
will only be having our Stated 

Meeting, as far as actual meet-
ings go. However, we will be 
having working parties on the 
following dates:  
  
• August 11th 
• August 18th 
 
The Lodge has plenty of 
“operative” work for the breth-
ren that needs to be addressed. 
Our working parties are open to 
everyone, including those are 
have not yet been initiated. So 
be ready to get dirty, but also 
enjoy some fellowship with your 
brethren as we care for our 
home.   
 
We will be dark on August 25.  
 
OSI 
Officer School of Instruction (OSI) 
for all officers will be held at 
Temescal Palms Lodge on August 
31st. Fellowship will begin at 
6pm, with OSI starting at 7pm. 
All officers are required to at-
tend.  
 
Annual Communication 
The 172nd Annual Communica-
tion is being held in-person in 
San Francisco October 8th to the 
10th. This is primarily for the 
Master, Wardens and Past Mas-
ter to attend as delegates to 
vote on legislation. I’ll post legis-
lation updates as they become 
available.  
 
September and Beyond 
In September we will continue to 
only work in advanced stations, 
so our officers for 2022 can be 
ready to continue doing the ex-
cellent degree work that Ever-

green is known for. 
 
Although Grand Lodge has lifted 
it’s restrictions on meeting in per-
son, I would like to ask that if you 
are feeling under the weather, 
running a fever, or in some way 
feel sick, to please stay home. Be 
mindful that we have brothers 
and sisters who have weakened 
immune systems.  
 
On a final note. As some of you 
are aware I am also the Presi-
dent of my local Union Chapter. 
Over the last 3 weeks I have 
heard from too many of my Un-
ion brothers and sisters about the 
devastating effects of Covid and 
how it has ravaged their bodies 
and those of their loved ones 
and ruined the lives of their fami-
lies and loved ones. Simply put, I 
have heard too many stories 
about complications and death. It 
saddens me to think that there is 
a possibility of someone from our 
own Masonic family living with 
the long term effects of this dis-
ease, or even dying. We are far 
from being out in the clear with 
this. 
 
If you are still reluctant or hesi-
tant on getting vaccinated, I am 
pleading with a heavy heart to 
please reconsider. 
 
https://www.vaccines.gov/
search/ 
 
 
Fraternally,  
Tom Philp 
Worshipful Master 
Evergreen Lodge #259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Philp 
tphilp1974@gmail.com 

650-741-3371 

From the East 

https://www.vaccines.gov/search/
https://www.vaccines.gov/search/
mailto:tphilp1974@gmail.com


Greetings from the West,  
 
Excited to share that ever-
green started the study group 
meetings as of the Saturdays 
following the stated meeting 
every month, but the concern 

of sharing the knowledge and 
socializing with other lodges in 
our district, the committee de-
cided moving the meeting date 
to the second Saturday of 
every month starting Septem-
ber 2021, so we can be in or-
der with:  
 
• Redlands Lodge #300 - 1st Sat.  
• Evergreen #259 - 2nd Sat.   
• Temescal Palms #314 - 3rd Sat.  

 

Evergreen continuing the prac-
tices on degrees and rituals 
with officers in advance sta-

tions, also the building commit-
tee is holding 2 additional 
meetings August 11th and 
18th, for maintenance and re-
pair. Brothers who love to at-
tend and help are welcome. 
I’m super excited also about 
the 2022 plans as we will be 
having new monthly activities 
and musical journeys in the 
lodge along with some tech-
nical improvements to make 
our gatherings more fun and 
enjoyable, stay tuned as the 
best is yet to come. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nazar 
Hadidian 

nazarhadidian@gmail.com  
818-653-5104 

From the West 

Paul Curtis ~ Weldon Brown ~ Don Roller 
Terrence Mathews ~ Don Mc Keenhan ~ John Cochran 

Happy Birthday to our August Celebrants 

mailto:nazarhadidian@gmail.com


PRUDENCE IS  
ALL-ENCOMPASSING  

WISDOM  
 
 

SCOPE OF  THE V IRTUES  

Prudence occupies a special 
place among the cardinal virtues. 
All four are divine attributes 
manifesting as spiritual qualities 
in man; and yet, they operate at 
different levels in a spectrum of 
consciousness extending upward 
from the realm of body sensa-
tions to feelings, thinking, inten-

tionality, intuition and spirituality. 

Temperance, or moderation, is 
emotional restraint that brings 
self-mastery of both bodily ap-
petites and temptations of the 
mind. Fortitude, or strength, ex-
tends higher up the spectrum. It 
inspires moral courage based on 
an abstract level of mind—

intentionality. 

Temperance and Fortitude are 
framed as qualities of the indi-
vidual; but Prudence, or Wisdom, 
is much broader. It includes 
knowledge of past, present and 
future, and emphasizes conduct in 
all of one’s relationships, within 
Masonry and throughout the 

whole human community. 

ANCIENTS ’  V IEW  

A contemporary scholar of medi-
eval literature has commented on 
the ancients’ view of prudence, 
relating it to the Latin word, sapi-
entia as it was used in writings of 
the Roman philosopher and 

statesman Cicero: 

“Prudence as sapientia, ‘wisdom,’ 
comprises the suitable use of all 
knowledge, practical and specula-
tive ... [or] knowledge arrived at 
by arguing from probable premis-
es, knowledge arrived at by per-
suading on the basis of conjec-
tured truth, and knowledge ar-
rived at through demonstration. ... 
Prudence comprehends not only all 
human knowledge but also tempo-
rality. The definition of it given in 
[Cicero’s] De Inventione makes 
this clear: its parts are temporally 
related, memory being of what is 
past; intelligence of what is; fore-

sight of what is to come.” 

18TH CENTURY VIEW  

When modern Masonry was 
forming in the 18th century, some 
Masons expressed views con-
sistent with this concept of pru-
dence, seen throughout history 
from ancient Greek and Roman 
times through the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance. In 1769, Bro. 
Wellins Calcott wrote: “Prudence 
is the queen and guide of all oth-
er virtues, the ornament of our 

actions.” 

According to Bro. William Preston 
(1772), “On this virtue, all others 
depend; it is, therefore, the chief 
jewel that can adorn the human 
frame.” These thoughts are ech-
oed by words of the great medi-
eval theologian St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, quoted in a Masonic maga-
zine in 2017: “Prudence is the fa-
ther of all virtues because you 
must employ yourself in the study 
of the world and of God in order 
to gain wisdom, knowledge and 

insight.” 

IMAGERY OF  PRUDENCE  

Another medieval theologian, 
Ramón Lull, designed elaborate 
contemplations on virtues. A phi-
losopher holds a wheel portray-
ing inter-related subjects to re-
flect upon. His thoughts ascend 
from the levels of earthly life—
minerals, plants, animals, and 
man—into the angelic kingdom 
above, and on to the top step, 
the realm of Deity where his mind 

enters the House of Wisdom. 

Images in a Masonic tracing 
board created by Bro. John Har-
ris in 1849 may allude to still 
other ideas about wisdom from 
centuries past. A stairway, sym-
bolic of Jacob’s ladder, rises to-
ward the East, where the pillar of 
Wisdom extends from the floor 
of the lodge toward the heavens. 
It ascends from the altar upon the 
checkered pavement—the earth-
ly level—toward the Blazing Star 
above, emblematic of Divine 

Providence. 

PROVIDENCE  

“Providence” is defined as fore-
sight, preparation for the future, 
prudent management. As a di-
vine attribute, it is the foreknow-
ing and protective care of God; 
divine direction, control, or guid-
ance.4 Seated on this stairway 
connecting heaven and earth are 
three female figures representing 
faith, hope, and charity. Four an-
gels are also present, two as-
cending and two descending. 
They are messengers connecting 

God with Humanity. 

 

Written by C. Douglas Russell 



 Evergreen  Masonic  Center  Organization Leader Contacts 
Evergreen Lodge #259  F. & A. M. 
 
Order of Eastern Star - Ungava Chapter #106 
Jobs Daughters - Bethel #264  
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine - El Riva Court #102 
Order of the Amaranth - Mission Bell Court #156 
Riverside Hi-12 Club 
Evergreen Temple Association (EMTA) 
 
Building Scheduling/Rentals/Emergency Contact 

Tom Philp 
Ted Hammond 
Genevieive Cornn 
Jennifer Holmquist 
Lynnette Channon 
Nancy Decker 
Jim Scribner 
Scott Bennett 
 
John Channon 

650-741-3371  
951-310-9825 
951-858-3819 
626-353-5051 
951-314-8691 
951-247-8644 
951-235-5403 
909-992-9504 
 
951-780-9489 h 
951-966-9684 c 

Master 
Secretary 
Worthy Matron 
Bethel Guardian 
High Priestess  
Secretary 
President 
President 
 
Building Manager 

Evergreen Lodge  
No 259 F. & A. M. 

Evergreen Masonic  
Temple Association (EMTA) 

 
 

Worshipful Master: Tom Philp, PM 
650-741-3371 

Sr. Warden: Nazar Hadidian 
818-653-5104 

Jr. Warden: Scott Bennett, PM 
909-992-9504 

Treasurer: John Channon, PM, HA 

Secretary: Ted Hammond, HA 
909-261-9134 

Chaplain:  

Sr. Deacon: Kelly Cairns 

Jr. Deacon: Raul Cuaton 

Marshal: Johnny Arias 

Sr. Steward: Francis Dalida 

Jr. Steward: Gilbert Rabuco 

Tiler:  

Grand Master: Arthur H. Weiss 

Grand Secretary: Alan L. Casalou 

Assistant Grand  
Lecturer - Div. 8: 

 
Vic M. Ropac, PM, HA 

The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons 
in California 

Inspector: Mike Padilla, PM 

 951-323-6633 

 michealprecision@sbcglobal.net 

822nd Masonic District 

President: Scott Bennett 

Vice President: Nazar Hadidian 

Treasurer: Tom Philp 

Secretary: Ted Hammond 

Board Members: John Channon 
Kelly Cairns 
Raul Cuaton 
Norris El-Hiraki 

Visit us online 

www.evergreen259.com 

          Facebook evergreen259 

          Instagram @evergreen259 

            Twitter @Evergreen259 

August 2021 Calendar - Evergreen Masonic Center 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 Stated  
Meeting 
@ 7:30pm 

5 EMTA 6 7 Masonic Study 
Group  
@ 9:30am 

8 9 10 11  

Working 
Party 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18  
Working  
Party 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25  
 

Dark 

26 27 28 

29 30 31 OSI @ 
Temescal 
Palms 

1 2 3 4 
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https://www.instagram.com/evergreen259/
https://twitter.com/Evergreen259
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