
 
 

EVERGREEN LODGE No. 259  
F. & A. M.  
June 2021 A Welcome Awaits You 

Darth vader 
The Dark Side 

And 
Redemption 



Brethren, Family and Friends 
Greetings from the East,  
 
June is finally here and we are 
ready to open up and meet 
again in person. Going for-
ward, all Stated Meetings at 
Evergreen will be in-person.  
We will schedule degree 
nights and practices accord-
ingly. However, plan on the 
remainder of our Wednesday 
evenings to be spent on Zoom. 
 
As a reminder, we will be 
opening as per the Grand 
Master’s guidelines for reo-
pening, which means following 
our Site Specific Plan (SSP). All 
guests coming to Evergreen 
must:  
• Self-screen at home. 
• Be on the guest list. 
• Properly wear a mask. 
• Have proof of being fully 

vaccinated OR have a neg-
ative Covid test within 72 
hours of attending.  

Once you get to the lodge our 
Stewards and Marshal will be 
verifying the above and ask-
ing for all attendees to per-
form a temperature check. An-
yone with a temperature be-

low 100.4°F is welcome to at-
tend.  
 
For June we do have some un-
finished Lodge business to go 
over during the meeting as 
well as some new business. 
One other item to keep in mind 
is that while we are all abid-
ing by the Grand Master’s 
plan from April, we do antici-
pate being able to relax the 
restrictions in July. But until we 
get the word from Grand 
Lodge, we must obey the laws, 
rules and regulations in the 
meantime. 
 
Christmas In July 
On July 17th from 10am to 
2pm, LOSNA is hosting our 7th 
Annual Christmas In July pro-
gram for the Shrine Hospital in 
Los Angeles. Be sure to bring 
your unwrapped toy for chil-
dren of all ages.  
 
Grand Master’s BBQ 
The Grand Master’s BBQ and 
Meet and Greet has been re-
scheduled for July 31st. If you 
are interested in attending, 
you will need to RSVP with 
Bro. Drew Diederich:  
951-323-1538 
Ddventure@icloud.com 
OR 
Wor. Carl Black 
619-857-9802 
CFBSDPD@msn.com 
 
Annual Communication 
The 172nd Annual Communica-

tion is being planned to be 
held in-person in San Francis-
co. While no official announce-
ment has been made, that is 
the tentative plan. The dates 
for the Annual Communication   
are October 8th to the 10th. 
 
July and Beyond 
Like I said before, we’re still 
planning to have our Stated 
Meeting for July in-person. But 
we do anticipate some news 
coming from Grand Lodge in 
the coming weeks. We do re-
main hopeful, but like with 
everything in life, hope for the 
best, plan for the worst.  
 
One thing that will not be com-
ing back to Evergreen for the 
meantime will be dinners. I 
have talked with many of our 
brethren and our widows and 
the general consensus is that 
they simply do not feel it is 
appropriate to consider doing 
so at the moment. We will re-
visit that subject later in the 
year.  
 
But with this being our first in-
person Stated Meeting in 14 
months, I sincerely mean it 
when I say I can’t wait to see 
you at Lodge. 
 
   

Fraternally,  
Tom Philp 
Worshipful Master 
Evergreen Lodge #259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Philp 
tphilp1974@gmail.com 

650-741-3371 

From the East 
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Greetings from the west 
 
Finally we will be meeting in 
person at the lodge June stat-
ed meeting and I'm so anxious 

and excited. 
 
  Last week we have had our 
rehearsal at the lodge to re-
fresh our minds and bodies of 
what we used to do before the 
pandemic which took away 
from us every single move, ac-
tion, words for more than 15 
months. 
 
 I'm hoping to see everyone 
around in the lodge this 

Wednesday also I do urge 
every brother to get along 
with the temporary restrictions 
and guides to keep us safe un-
til better days yet to come 
without any restrictions and 
back to normal.  
 
 Stay safe out there and see 
you all soon. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nazar 
Hadidian 

nazarhadidian@gmail.com  
818-653-5104 

From the West 

Steve Boryk P.M. ~ John Sheldon ~ Michael Bazoian  
Phillip Mc Reynolds ~ Richard Waggoner ~ Pete Serbantes 

Keith Downs ~ Anthony Fenison ~ Bonifacio Nocon 
David Garner 

Happy Birthday to our June Celebrants 
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Darth vader 
The Dark Side 
And 
Redemption 
 

Masonry brings an individual 
from the dark to the light, 
from the vulgar to the right-
eous. In Masonry, the dark 
not only represents the lack 
of knowledge, but it also 
represents man operating on 
his baser instincts and de-
sires. The light represents 
knowledge as well as Ma-
sons’ desire to dedicate their 
lives to truth, love, kindness, 
and serving their fellow man. 
 
As Plato said, “so long as we 
have the body accompanying 
our reason in its impurities, so 
long as our souls are be-
fouled by this evil admixture, 
we shall assuredly never fully 
possess that which we desire.” 
According to the Platonic 
tradition, the material world 
is limiting and possibly evil. 
Our bodies distract us from 
the higher, more virtuous 
purposes of life, that of 
thinking, and doing altruistic 
actions. This is echoed in the 
Calvinist and other Puritan 
traditions. 
 
When Obi-Wan tells Vader 
that “if you strike me down, I 
shall become more powerful 

than you can possibly imag-
ine,” Obi-Wan is telling 
Vader that he will be freed 
of the Platonic material limi-
tations. Vader, like all Sith, 
believes that power comes 
from the ability to manipu-
late the material world. 
 
St. Augustine wrote that God 
creates all beings in the uni-
verse, that they are not in-
herently good or evil. They 
have free will. Anakin Sky-
walker was not evil or good, 
he was like you and me, 
morally ambivalent, choosing 
his actions based on moral 
necessity. Anakin did 
not choose to be evil but was 
seduced by the dark side. 
When Anakin slew a tribe of 
Sand People, he says “I’m a 
Jedi, I know I am better than 
this.” He chose to do evil. 
This is his path to the dark 
side. 
 
There is the light or good 
and there is the dark or evil, 
doing something purposely 
helpful or destructive being 
the difference. Moral evil is 
choosing to do what is harm-
ful to others. The seduction 
by promises of a power be-
yond his gifts, Anakin moves 
down the path from his cul-
tural norms. This choice is not 
wrong for him, but a neces-
sary move to achieve what 
he believes is his right. Ana-
kin seeks the significance 

that his ego says is his right. 
Proverbs 16:8 says, “Pride 
goeth before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a 
fall.” Pride and ego tell Ana-
kin, he is the “chosen one,” 
thus, he fell.  
 
A man’s pride will bring him 
low, but a humble spirit will 
obtain honor. Vader’s Re-
demption began with Luke’s 
willingness to die rather than 
fall to the dark side. Vader’s 
sacrifice of Redemption is 
when he surrendered evil 
and sought the light — to 
look upon Luke with his own 
eyes. Vader saw Luke touch 
the Dark Side in Return of 
the Jedi, yet reject it, seek-
ing light and understanding.  
 
Man has his hand in both the 
light and the dark. Masons 
are taught to cut away the 
superfluities of life, circum-
scribe our passions, and al-
ways act by the square of 
virtue. The shedding of Va-
der’s Ego and his willingness 
to forgo selfishness brought 
him to the Light. Likewise, 
Masons realize that Ego, 
Pride, and materiality are 
hindrances. As Milton said in 
Paradise Lost, rather shine 
the Celestial light inward so 
that “I may see things invisi-
ble to mortal sight.” Vader’s 
Redemption is to see the Ce-
lestial light of the Force.  





 Evergreen  Masonic  Center  Organization Leader Contacts 
Evergreen Lodge #259  F. & A. M. 
 
Order of Eastern Star - Ungava Chapter #106 
Jobs Daughters - Bethel #264  
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine - El Riva Court #102 
Order of the Amaranth - Mission Bell Court #156 
Riverside Hi-12 Club 
Evergreen Temple Association (EMTA) 
 
Building Scheduling/Rentals/Emergency Contact 

Tom Philp 
Ted Hammond 
Genevieive Cornn 
Jennifer Holmquist 
Lynnette Channon 
Nancy Decker 
Jim Scribner 
Scott Bennett 
 
John Channon 

650-741-3371  
951-310-9825 
951-858-3819 
626-353-5051 
951-314-8691 
951-247-8644 
951-235-5403 
909-992-9504 
 
951-780-9489 h 
951-966-9684 c 

Master 
Secretary 
Worthy Matron 
Bethel Guardian 
High Priestess  
Secretary 
President 
President 
 
Building Manager 

Evergreen Lodge  
No 259 F. & A. M. 

Evergreen Masonic  
Temple Association (EMTA) 

 
 

Woshipful Master: Tom Philp, PM 
650-741-3371 

Sr. Warden: Nazar Hadidian 
818-653-5104 

Jr. Warden: Scott Bennett, PM 
909-992-9504 

Treasurer: John Channon, PM, HA 

Secretary: Ted Hammond, HA 
909-261-9134 

Chaplain:  

Sr. Deacon: Kelly Cairns 

Jr. Deacon: Raul Cuaton 

Marshal: Johnny Arias 

Sr. Steward: Francis Dalida 

Jr. Steward: Gilbert Rabuco 

Tiler:  

Grand Master: Arthur H. Weiss 

Grand Secretary: Alan L. Casalou 

Assistant Grand  
Lecturer - Div. 8: 

 
Vic M. Ropac, PM, HA 

The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons 
in California 

Inspector: Mike Padilla, PM 

 951-323-6633 

 michealprecision@sbcglobal.net 

822nd Masonic District 

President: Scott Bennett 

Vice President: Nazar Hadidian 

Treasurer: Tom Philp 

Secretary: Ted Hammond 

Board Members: John Channon 
Kelly Cairns 
Raul Cuaton 
Norris El-Hiraki 

Visit us online 

www.evergreen259.com 

          Facebook evergreen259 

          Instagram @evergreen259 

            Twitter @Evergreen259 

June 2021 Calendar - Evergreen Masonic Center 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31 1 2 Stated  
Meeting 
@ 7:30pm 

3 EMTA 
@ 7:00pm 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 Lodge 
Zoom 
@ 6:30pm 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 Lodge 
Zoom  
@ 6:30pm 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 OSI @ 
7:00pm 

23 Lodge 
Zoom  
@ 6:30 pm 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 Lodge 
Zoom  
@6:30pm 

1 2 3 
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