
 
 EVERGREEN LODGE No. 259  

F. & A. M.  
October 2021 A Welcome Awaits You 

   WHERE DO  
      CARD DECKS 
         COME FROM?  



Brethren, Family and Friends 
Greetings from the East,  
 
September has been another 
busy month at Evergreen.  
 
1st Degree Conferral  
Our officers have been work-
ing studious on qualifications 
and degree proficiencies. On 
September 29 we had the 
privilege of initiating Mr. An-
thony Sayegh. This was our 
first degree conferral since 
2019. It made me proud to 
see that our officers are still 
able to do great degree work, 
but it was also heart warming 
to see how many sideliners we 
had in attendance. Thank you 
to all the brethren who helped 
make it a wonderful evening 
for Bro Sayegh.  
 
Annual Communication 
October will be a fairly quiet 
month as Nazar, Scott and my-
self as well as Lodges from all 
over the state meet up in San 
Francisco for the 172nd Annu-
al Communication. This year 
the Annual Communication is 
being held October 8th to the 
10th. As it stands there’s not 

too much I can report on, but 
myself, Nazar and Scott will 
be giving an update at our 
November Stated Meeting.  
 
OSI 
Officer School of Instruction 
(OSI) for all officers will be 
held at Temescal Palms Lodge 
on October 26th. Fellowship 
will begin at 6pm, with OSI 
starting at 7pm. All officers 
are required to attend. 
 
Lodge Shooting Trip 
October 30th will also be our 
first shooting trip at West End 
Gun Club, with Wor. Vic 
Ropac hosting. Space is lim-
ited. If you are interested in 
going, please contact Wor. Vic 
@ honorropac@msn.com or 
myself so we can get an accu-
rate head count. If you will be 
joining us, please go over the 
range rules.  
 
November and Beyond 
As we move ahead with the 
remainder of this Masonic 
year, the officers of Evergreen 
will continue to improve in their 
proficiencies and in continuing 
to cultivate new friendships 
and in initiating, passing and 
raising the next generation of 
Freemasons. The work that our 
brethren do is tireless and can 
often seem to be laborious. But 
it is a good kind of labor. One 
that I truly began to appreci-
ate when I was elected as 
Master in 2016. Although so 

much of the good work we do 
has been done by the brethren 
of this lodge, so much of the 
support to do that work is also 
being shouldered by their 
wives and families. To those of 
you who help by supporting 
our brethren, a sincere thank 
you.  
 
In November Nazar and Scott 
will be finalizing the officer 
line for 2022, and we will be 
wrapping up our qualifications 
so we can have our Annual In-
stallation of Officers on De-
cember 18th.  
 
Although Grand Lodge has 
lifted it’s restrictions on meet-
ing in person, I would like to 
ask that if you are feeling un-
der the weather, running a fe-
ver, or in some way feel sick, 
to please stay home. Be mind-
ful that we have brothers and 
sisters who have weakened 
immune systems.  
  
   
Fraternally,  
Tom Philp 
Worshipful Master 
Evergreen Lodge #259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Philp 
tphilp1974@gmail.com 

650-741-3371 

From the East 

mailto:honorropac@msn.com?subject=October%20Shooting%20Trip
https://www.wegc.org/wordpress/?page_id=26
mailto:tphilp1974@gmail.com


Greeting Brethren.   
Happy October!  It's that 

time of year again.  Not 
just Halloween (which I 
love), but also the Annual 
Communication for Grand 
Lodge in San Francis-
co.  And we are meeting in 
person this year, alt-
hough with mask and vac-
cine mandates in 
place.  For our Stated 

Meeting this month I will be 
serving a meal once 
again.  In an effort to 
maintain Covid protocols, I 
will be keeping it simple 
and ordering sandwich-
es.  Please join us starting 
at 6:30 in the Dining 
Hall.  See you there!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott 
Bennett 

sbennett1000@gmail.com  
909-992-9504 

From the South 

Greetings from the West,  
 
Evergreen is a renowned in 
our district as a solid lodge 
of performing rituals, last 
Wednesday we’ve had a 
great 1’st degree confer-
ral upon Mr. Anthony 
Sayegh, the attendees 

were beyond satisfied. 
The masonic study group is 
continuing to hold their 
meetings the second Satur-
day of every month, the 
topics may vary, and I 
would recommend every-
one who’s interested to 
check the details on our 
website and the lodge so-
cial media as well 
www.evergreen259.com/
emsg 
New seminars will be an-
nounced soon for the ensu-
ing masonic year 2022, 
will be held monthly and 

guest speakers from all 
over California lodges will 
honor and enlighten us with 
their knowledge and pres-
ence, details and schedules 
will be announced on our 
website beginning of De-
cember 2021. 
December 18, is the annu-
al installation of officers, 
save the date and be 
ready to spend an awe-
some time with live music/
singing event after the cer-
emony along with a deli-
cious middle eastern meal 
and sweets. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nazar 
Hadidian 

nazarhadidian@gmail.com  
818-653-5104 

From the West 

Ralph Stewart ~ William Borter ~ Andrew Pytlak 
Michael Sgambati ~ Jarel Ervin ~ Joseph Blanco ~ Shelby Ericson 

Gilbert Rabuco ~ Bob Rich ~ Peter Kim 

Happy Birthday to our October Celebrants 

mailto:sbennett1000@gmail.com
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Our Newly Obligated Brother 
 

On September 29th, we had the honor 
and privilege of initiating our first can-
didate of 2021. Evergreen is proud to 
welcome into our fraternity Bro. Antho-
ny Sayegh. This was our first degree 
conferral in over 2 years, and I can 
honestly say that it was great to see 
that our brethren have not lost their 
touch. A big thank you to all the broth-
ers who came out this evening to sup-
port our officers in another excellent 
degree. And to our newly obligated 
rother, Welcome Aboard! 

Our first shooting trip of 2021 is scheduled for October 30th at the West End Gun Club in 
Lytle Creek. Our first, back in April, was a success and our brethren had a 
great time at the range. Wor. Vic Ropac has been working tirelessly to ar-
range this event, but space is very limited.  
 
If you are interested in joining us, please  
contact him at 951-850-2319 or  
honorropac@msn.com   

mailto:honorropac@msn.com


 

 

 

Eighty percent of American fami-
lies play cards regularly. But as 
they shuffle and deal, very few 
of them realize the fascinating 
stories behind their deck of 
cards. 
 
EARLY CARDS 
The origin of playing cards is ob-
scure, even the experts being in 
disagreement as to the absolute 
beginning. Some believe that the 
earliest cards were of Chinese 
making in or before the 12th 
century. Other researchers think 
that cards originated in Hindu-
stan around 800 A.D. 
Whatever their exact origin, ear-
ly cards were used for divination 
as well as for games, and they 
were identified with symbols of 
religious rites. Early Korean 
cards are very narrow and often 
depict arrows, derived from the 
ancient belief that arrows could 
tell the future. Cards were 
brought to Europe by returning 
Crusaders, and gypsies no doubt 
promptly began to use them for 
telling fortunes. 
Cards are first mentioned in Ital-
ian writings in 1297 and in 
French papers in 1392. Here 
their entertainment possibilities 
must have caught on right away, 
for in 1397 a law was passed in 
Paris forbidding the playing of 
“tennis, dice, bowls, nine-pins, 

and cards on working days.” 
 
CARDS AND THE CLASSES 
Originally all decks were hand-
painted and thus were available 
only to the classes who could af-
ford to commission artisans. This 
card painting was a good source 
of income. Many great artists 
tried their hand at it, among 
them Botticelli. 
Card playing remained in 
wealthy salons for many years 
— until the concept of textile 
printing was carried to Europe 
from the East. Then, someone re-
alized that designs printed on 
cloth could also be printed on 
other materials — a new thought 
which lowered the price and 
raised the popularity of playing 
cards. 
 
EVOLUTION OF THE DECKS 
Cards have at times employed a 
variety of materials: ivory, metal, 
leather, silk, thin sheets of wood, 
and tortoiseshell. Legend has it 
that prisoners in the Napoleonic 
wars even used the leftover 
bones from their dinners to fash-
ion a type of playing cards! 
Each country evolved its own suit 
signs — such things as flowers, 
birds, coins, swords, and batons. 
Cards in India were round and 
printed with such suits as fish, 
shells, and animals. 
At first, only the Italians printed 
designs on the reverse side, and 
these were only stars, crescents, 
or dots. Our current deck is be-
lieved to have evolved from the 
ancient tarot decks of Italy, elab-
orate and fanciful fortune-telling 
cards. 
 
SUITS AND ROYALTY 
The four suits we now use origi-
nated in Provence, France, in the 

15th century. At that time the 
king of clubs probably repre-
sented the Pope; the king of 
spades, the king of France; of 
diamonds, the king of Spain; and 
of hearts, the king of England. 
The queens were said to be like-
nesses of Marie d’Anjou, wife of 
Charles VII; Isabeau, the queen-
mother; Agnes Sorel, the king’s 
mistress; and Jeanne d’Arc, the 
dame of spades or war. 
The costumes they wear on British 
and American cards date from 
the time of England’s Henry VII. 
The little numerals and symbols 
on the corners were first em-
ployed in the late 19th century, 
as was the device of the “double
-head” cards. 
 
THE MANY USES OF A DECK 
Throughout the years decks of 
cards have had uses other than 
for games and fortune-telling. In 
1509, a Franciscan friar turned 
some into scientific learning 
cards, the forerunner of the 
schoolchild’s “flash cards.” Cardi-
nal Mazarin used special decks 
to teach young Louis XIV his ge-
ography and history. 
Cards have also played a part 
in politics. In the 17th century, 
decks appeared in England sati-
rizing high officials and noble-
men, while a Dutch deck created 
in 1719 constituted a satire on 
the Papacy. 
Our ordinary deck has an inter-
esting sort of mathematical par-
allelism — the 52 cards equal-
ling the number of weeks in a 
year; the 365 spots in the pack, 
the days in a year; the 4 suits, 
the weeks in a month; and the 12 
picture cards, the months in a 
year. 



 Evergreen  Masonic  Center  Organization Leader Contacts 
Evergreen Lodge #259  F. & A. M. 
 
Order of Eastern Star - Ungava Chapter #106 
Jobs Daughters - Bethel #264  
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine - El Riva Court #102 
Order of the Amaranth - Mission Bell Court #156 
Riverside Hi-12 Club 
Evergreen Temple Association (EMTA) 
 
Building Scheduling/Rentals/Emergency Contact 

Tom Philp 
Ted Hammond 
Genevieve Cornn 
Jennifer Holmquist 
Lynnette Channon 
Nancy Decker 
Jim Scribner 
Scott Bennett 
 
John Channon 

650-741-3371  
951-310-9825 
951-858-3819 
626-353-5051 
951-314-8691 
951-247-8644 
951-235-5403 
909-992-9504 
 
951-780-9489 h 
951-966-9684 c 

Master 
Secretary 
Worthy Matron 
Bethel Guardian 
High Priestess  
Secretary 
President 
President 
 
Building Manager 

Evergreen Lodge  
No 259 F. & A. M. 

Evergreen Masonic  
Temple Association (EMTA) 

 
 

Worshipful Master: Tom Philp, PM 
650-741-3371 

Sr. Warden: Nazar Hadidian 
818-653-5104 

Jr. Warden: Scott Bennett, PM 
909-992-9504 

Treasurer: John Channon, PM, HA 

Secretary: Ted Hammond, HA 
909-261-9134 

Chaplain:  

Sr. Deacon:  

Jr. Deacon: Raul Cuaton 

Marshal: Johnny Arias 

Sr. Steward: Francis Dalida 

Jr. Steward: Gilbert Rabuco 

Tiler:  

Grand Master: Arthur H. Weiss 

Grand Secretary: Alan L. Casalou 

Assistant Grand  
Lecturer - Div. 8: 

 
Vic M. Ropac, PM, HA 

The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons 
in California 

Inspector: Mike Padilla, PM 

 951-323-6633 

 michealprecision@sbcglobal.net 

822nd Masonic District 

President: Scott Bennett 

Vice President: Nazar Hadidian 

Treasurer: Tom Philp 

Secretary: Ted Hammond 

Board Members: John Channon 
Kelly Cairns 
Raul Cuaton 
Norris El-Hiraki 

Visit us online 

www.evergreen259.com 

          Facebook evergreen259 

          Instagram @evergreen259 

            Twitter @Evergreen259 

October 2021 Calendar - Evergreen Masonic Center 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 
EMTA 

6  
Stated Meeting 

7 8 
Grand 
Lodge 

9 
EMSG 

10 11 12 13 
Degree  
Practice 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 
Degree 
Practice 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 
OSI @ 
Temescal 
Palms 

27 28 29 30 
Shooting Trip 
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