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The Ruffians 
 
 
 
 

 Within Us 



Brethren, Family and Friends 
Greetings from the East,  
 
Wednesday, May 5th is our 
Stated Meeting. The Zoom 
meeting will be opened at 
7pm with the Stated Meeting 
beginning at 7:30pm 
 
Stated Meetings  
(1st Wednesday) 
Zoom is opened at 7pm 
Business portion at 7:30pm 
 
Meeting ID:  
965 4628 4093 
 
Password: EVERGREEN  
 
To access our Zoom meetings, 
click the button below: 

COVID-19 
 
Vaccines are now available to 
anyone 16 or older in River-
side County for the Pfizer vac-
cine and 18 and older for 
Moderna and Johnson & John-
son .  If you haven't scheduled 
a vaccine appointment yet, I 

have been able to find several 
resources for getting a vaccine 
appointment. Click on any of 
the three links below for more 
information: 
- My Turn CA 
- Curative 
- University Health System 
  1-800-720-9553  
 
Grand Lodge Reopening Plan 
As most of you are aware, 
Grand Lodge has issued it’s 
guidelines for us to reopen. In 
order for us to do so each 
Lodge is required have a Site-
Specific Prevention Plan (SPP) 
in place: 
 
• Meeting attendees must 

self-screen for symptoms at 
home as per CDC guide-
lines. Anyone with symp-
toms cannot attend the 
meeting.  

• All attendees must be on a 
guestlist.  

• All attendees are required 
to have physical evidence 
of being fully vaccinated 
OR have had a covid test 
done within the last 72 
hours.  

• Face coverings are re-
quired and may not ne 
shared.  

• No intermingling of multiple 
private events at the 
Lodge.  

• Temperature checks will be 
performed at the door. An-
yone with a temperature of 
100.4°F or above will not 

be allowed to attend the 
event.  

• Hand sanitizer will be pro-
vided throughout the build-
ing.  

• Face coverings will be 
made available to anyone 
who has forgotten theirs.  

• Seats in the Lodge Room 
will be separated by at 
least 2 chairs and the mid-
dle row will be blocked off.  

 
Our SPP has been submitted to 
our EMTA and to our Inspector, 
and is available online: Ever-
green SPP 
 
Now that we have our SPP in 
place, we intend on having our 
first in-person Stated Meeting 
on June 2nd. Food or refresh-
ments will NOT be provided 
until a future date. For the of-
ficers, we will be having a 
practice on May 26. 
 
If you do have any questions 
on reopening I’m always avail-
able and willing to listen to 
what you have to say. I know 
the SPP for some is seen as a 
major inconvenience, however I 
would rather be inconven-
ienced than to lose a brother, 
their spouse, widow or family 
member to horrific disease.  
 
   

Fraternally,  
Tom Philp 
Worshipful Master 
Evergreen Lodge #259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Philp 
tphilp1974@gmail.com 

650-741-3371 

From the East 

Evergreen  
ZOOM MEETING 
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Greetings from the South my 
Brethren.   
 
Thank the Great Architect 
for it appears we may be 

returning to Lodge in per-
son! We have been cleared 
to meet as a small gathering 
with a number of restrictions. 
These restrictions will be a 
nuisance, but it's some-
thing I'm sure most of us can 
get through. We've made it 
this far and things are get-
ting better out there. Unfor-
tunately, it has come to light 
that some Masons are un-
happy with these restrictions 
and have expressed their 

intent to retract from the 
Lodge and their commit-
ments.  To those Brothers, I 
urge you not to be hasty. 
Please hang in there. I 
loathe wearing a mask. But 
the end is near, and we 
need to remember to put the 
love of the craft and our fel-
low brother over pettiness 
and the desire to prove a 
point. I love you all. I hope 
to see all of you very soon.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott 
Bennett 

sbennett1000@gmail.com  
909-992-9504 

From the South 

Greetings from the west 
   
The hope to reopen and get-
ting back to the new normal 
is right at the corner, espe-
cially being in our comfort 

zone for more than a year 
meeting virtually and no 
lodge activity. It was tough 
but life goes on, we must re-
cover and become stronger, 
united and more of brother-
ly love, relief and truth. 
    
Can’t wait to our first reopen 
in June’s stated meeting and 
looking forward to meet my 
brothers in person, share our 
stories and having fun as 
myself getting ready for the 
upcoming challenging year, 

getting my studies in order 
also the lodge duties and 
the preparation process. 
     
Let us work together and 
make this happen within the 
guidance and the temporary 
restrictions of the GM, hop-
ing that it may come to end 
soon. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nazar 
Hadidian 

nazarhadidian@gmail.com  
818-653-5104 

From the West 

Ted Hammond ~ Robert Sheppy ~ Vernon Bryant 
Jon Hegness ~ Richard Scott 

Happy Birthday to our May Celebrants 

mailto:sbennett1000@gmail.com
mailto:nazarhadidian@gmail.com


The Ruffians 
 

 Within Us 
 
For this month’s education, I 
chose this article from the 
Southern California Research 
Lodge. I was very deliberate 
in choosing this article because 
of the many conversations I 
have had with brethren in the 
last few weeks. Conversations 
about reopening, about Grand 
Lodge, about our own plans 
and our own path to being 
able to meet again in person. I 
hope that you too can take 
away from this article, some-
thing good and even some en-
lightenment. Even as Master of 
our Lodge, I too must reflect so 
as to not allow for the 
“Ruffians” to get in the way of 
managing our Lodge business.  
 
Wor. Tom Philp 
———————- 
This article is taken from the June 
2020 issue of Fraternal Review ti-
tled, “Fortitude”. 

 

As every Mason knows, at 
the heart of our mysteries 

lies a legend, in which we 
learn how three unworthy 
Craftsmen entered into a 
plot to extort from a fa-
mous Mason a secret to 
which they had no right. It 
is all familiar enough, in its 
setting and sequence; and 
it is a part of his initiation 

which no Mason ever for-
gets. 
 
Since everything in Mason-
ry is symbolic, who are the 
three Ruffians and what is 
the legend trying to tell 
us? ... It all depends on the 
key with which each seeker 
sets out to unlock the 
meaning of Masonry. 
 

THE THREE CRAFTS-
MEN 
Albert Pike identified the 
three Brothers who are the 
greatest enemies of indi-
vidual welfare and social 
progress as Kingcraft, 
Priestcraft, and the igno-
rant Mob-Mind. Together 
they conspire to destroy 
liberty, without which man 
can make no advance. 
 
The first strikes a blow at 
the throat, the seat of 
freedom of speech, and 
that is a mortal wound. The 
second stabs at the heart, 
the home of freedom of 
conscience, and that is well
-nigh fatal, since it puts out 
the last ray of Divine light 
by which man is guided. 
The third of the foul plot-
ters fells his victim dead 
with a blow on the brain, 
which is the throne of free-
dom of thought. 

 
After this manner Pike ex-
pounded the meaning of 
the three Ruffians, who rob 
themselves, as they rob 
their fellow-craftsmen, of 
the most precious secret of 
personal and social life. A 
secret let it be added, 
which cannot be extorted, 
but is only won when we 
are worthy to receive it 
and have the wit and cour-
age to keep it. For, oddly 
enough, we cannot have 
real liberty until we are 
ready for it, and we can 
only become worthy of it 
by seeking and striving for 
it. ... 
 

THE THREE CAUSES OF 
SIN 
Three great Greek thinkers 
searched until they found 
the three causes of sin in 
the hearts of men. In other 
words, they hunted in the 
mountains of the mind until 
they found the Ruffians. 
 
Socrates said that the chief 
ruffian is Ignorance — that 
is, no man in his right mind 
does evil unless he is so 
blinded by ignorance that 
he does not see the right.  
 
 

(continued) 



The Ruffians 
 

 Within Us (cont.) 

 
No man, he said, seeing 
good and evil side by side, 
will choose evil unless he is 
too blind to see its results. 
An enlightened self-interest 
would stop him. Therefore, 
his remedy for the ills of 
life is knowledge — more 
light, a clearer insight.  
 
Even so, said Plato; it is all 
true as far as it goes. But 
the fact is that men do see 
right and wrong clearly, 
and yet in a dark mood 
they do wrong in spite of 
knowledge. When the mind 
is calm and clear the right 
is plain, but a storm of 
passion stirs up sediments 
in the bottom of the mind, 
and it is so cloudy that 
clear vision fails. The life 
of man is like driving a 
team of horses, one tame 
and the other wild. So long 
as the wild horse is held 
firmly, all goes well. But, 
often enough, the wild 
horse gets loose causing a 
run-away and a wreck. 
 
But that is not all, said Ar-
istotle. We do not get to 

the bottom truth of the 
matter until we admit the 
fact and possibility — in 
ourselves and in our fel-
lows — of a moral perver-
sity, a spirit of sheer mis-
chief, which does wrong, 
deliberately and in face 
of right, calmly and with 
devilish cunning, for the 
sake of wrong and for 
love of it. Here, truly, is the 
real Ruffian most to be 
feared—a desperate 
character he is, who can 
only be overcome by Di-
vine help. 
 

RUTHLESS RUFFIANS 
Thus, three great thinkers 
capture the Ruffians, hid-
ing somewhere in our own 
minds. It means much to 
have them brought before 
us for judgment, and hap-
py is the man who is wise 
enough to take them out-
side the city of his mind 
and execute them. Nothing 
else or less will do. To show 
them any mercy is to invite 
misery and disaster. They 
are ruthless, and must be 
dealt with ruthlessly and at 
once. 
 
One does not have to 
break the head of a Broth-
er in order to be a Ruffian. 
One can break his heart. 

One can break his home. 
We can slay his good 
name. The amount of po-
lite and refined ruffianism 
that goes on about us eve-
ry day, is appalling. 
Watchfulness is wisdom. 
Only a mind well-tiled, 
with a faithful inner guard 
ever at his post, may hope 
to keep the ruffian spirit 
out of your heart and 
mine. 
 
No wise man dare be 
careless or take any 
chances with the thoughts 
and feelings and motives 
he admits into the Lodge 
of the Mind, whereof he is 
Master. 
 
Excerpts from Joseph Fort 
Newton, “The Ruffians,” 
Short Talks on Masonry. 



 Evergreen  Masonic  Center  Organization Leader Contacts 
Evergreen Lodge #259  F. & A. M. 
 
Order of Eastern Star - Ungava Chapter #106 
Jobs Daughters - Bethel #264  
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine - El Riva Court #102 
Order of the Amaranth - Mission Bell Court #156 
Riverside Hi-12 Club 
Evergreen Temple Association (EMTA) 
 
Building Scheduling/Rentals/Emergency Contact 

Tom Philp 
Ted Hammond 
Genevieive Cornn 
Jennifer Holmquist 
Lynnette Channon 
Nancy Decker 
Jim Scribner 
Scott Bennett 
 
John Channon 

650-741-3371  
951-310-9825 
951-858-3819 
626-353-5051 
951-314-8691 
951-247-8644 
951-235-5403 
909-992-9504 
 
951-780-9489 h 
951-966-9684 c 

Master 
Secretary 
Worthy Matron 
Bethel Guardian 
High Priestess  
Secretary 
President 
President 
 
Building Manager 

Evergreen Lodge  
No 259 F. & A. M. 

Evergreen Masonic  
Temple Association (EMTA) 

 
 

Woshipful Master: Tom Philp, PM 
650-741-3371 

Sr. Warden: Nazar Hadidian 
818-653-5104 

Jr. Warden: Scott Bennett, PM 
909-992-9504 

Treasurer: John Channon, PM, HA 

Secretary: Ted Hammond, HA 
909-261-9134 

Chaplain: Mike Strader 

Sr. Deacon: Kelly Cairns 

Jr. Deacon: Raul Cuaton 

Marshal: Johnny Arias 

Sr. Steward: Francis Dalida 

Jr. Steward: Gilbert Rabuco 

Tiler:  

Grand Master: Arthur H. Weiss 

Grand Secretary: Alan L. Casalou 

Assistant Grand  
Lecturer - Div. 8: 

 
Vic M. Ropac, PM, HA 

The Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons 
in California 

Inspector: Mike Padilla, PM 

 951-323-6633 

 michealprecision@sbcglobal.net 

822nd Masonic District 

President: Scott Bennett 

Vice President: Nazar Hadidian 

Treasurer: Tom Philp 

Secretary: Ted Hammond 

Board Members: John Channon 
Kelly Cairns 
Raul Cuaton 
Norris El-Hiraki 

Visit us online 

www.evergreen259.com 

          Facebook evergreen259 

          Instagram @evergreen259 

            Twitter @Evergreen259 

May 2021 Calendar - Evergreen Masonic Center 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 26 27 28 Lodge 
Zoom @ 6pm 

29 30 1 

2 3 4 EMTA 
@ 7:00pm 

5 Stated  
Meeting 
@ 7:00pm 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 Education 
@ 6pm 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 OSI  
@ 6pm 

20 21 22 

23/30 24/31 25 26 Lodge  
Reopening 
Practice 

27 28 29 
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